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madder and madder as she withdrew- from him.
So across Europe, across his own ambitions, across
Wolsey's achievements and all that they implied,
he dragged this thorny question of the annulment.
Everything else was to be pushed upon one side
until this matter was settled ; and so the Cardinal
was despatched upon his last diplomatic errand
to France, ostensibly to make terms with Francis
on the present situation in Rome, but actually to
conciliate him in regard to the annulment.

Meanwhile Henry had to broach the subject with
his wife, who already had heard rumours of what
hung over her. It was a difficult matter, and the
King was anxious to get it over. Catherine list-
ened to Henry and then burst into tears. Nothing
would reconcile her to the prospect, and Henry
might ransack Europe for evidence or precedent.
She was his lawful wife, and had remained so un-
questioned all these years. Wolsey could, if he
liked, organise a war with France against Charles
in defence of Rome ; and, failing that, he could,
if he dared, declare the Papacy in abeyance and
take the matter into his own hands. The mar-
riage had been declared lawful by the Church and
could not be undone by a treaty. There were,
moreover, others besides Catherine who were
against the diplomacy of Wolsey in this matter,
and now that the spell of the Cardinal's presence
was removed from Court they saw their oppor-
tunity and set about to undermine his position.
The King was at last persuaded to take the